
School District of 
Poynette Newsletter

May/June 2019 Issue
www.poynette.k12.wi.us

(608) 635-4347   Fax–635-9200
Follow Us on Facebook, Twitter & YouTube   

Volume 42, No. 5

In This Issue...
Board of Education  

Meetings
page 2

Retirement Open House
page 2

Graduation Information
page 4

Nurse’s End of  
Year Information

page 5

Guidance Information
page 6

2019-20 School  
Year Registration

page 7

Upcoming Events
pages 7-11

Summer School  
Information

page 8

Puma Highlights
pages 12-17

2019 Fall Athletics
page 18

Pool Information
page 18

Last Day of School
The Last Day of School is Thursday, June 6 

Students are Dismissed at 12:30 p.m. 

The majority of students will be attending school until Thursday, June 6 with 
an early dismissal time of 12:30 p.m. on that day.

4K - The last day of school for 4K students is Tuesday, June 4.  Tuesday, June 4 will 
also be our “End of the Year Celebration”.  The “End of the Year Celebration” will 
conclude with a tour of the Arlington Early Learning Center.  More information 
will be provided in the future.

Kindergarten - Parents will receive letters regarding kindergarten graduation 
which will take place the morning of June 5 in Arlington. Those students who do 
not go home with their parents after the graduation ceremony will be dismissed 
to the shuttle bus at 3:30.  Kindergarten students are expected to return to school 
on June 6 for the final day of school.  Please pay all fines/fees and return school 
materials before the end of the school year. Report cards will be mailed instead of 
being sent home with students. Watch for some important information included 
with report cards concerning the summer and next school year.

Grades K-5 - On Thursday, June 6, students in grades K-5 will be dismissed at 12:30 
p.m. Buses will pick up students at that time. Please pay all fines/fees and return 
school materials before the end of the school year. Report cards will be mailed 
instead of being sent home with students. Watch for some important informa-
tion included with report cards concerning the summer and next school year.

Middle School (grades 6-8) - Dismissal time for grades 6-7 students on Thursday, 
June 6 will be at 12:30 p.m. Buses will be at the school to transport students home 
at that time  Students in grade 8 will not attend school on June 6; their last day is 
Wednesday, June 5, which includes a class trip and a dance.  All fines/fees must be 
paid and materials returned before the end of the school year. Report cards will be 
mailed instead of being sent home with students. Watch for some important infor-
mation included with report cards concerning the summer and next school year.  

High School (grades 9-11) - Students will have classes as usual on Thursday, June 6 
with dismissal at 12:30 p.m. Buses will be at the school at that time. All fines/fees 
must be paid and materials returned before the end of the school year. Report 
cards will be mailed to parents.

•  Seniors graduate on Sunday, June 2.  Their last day is Friday, May 31 which  
includes mandatory graduation practice and a class trip.  All obligations 
should be taken care of prior to graduation.  See page 4 for additional details.
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Board of Education Meetings
You will have the opportunity to address members of the Board of Education for up to 3 minutes during the “Com-

munity Forum” portion of the agenda. Please register in the visitor book prior to the beginning of the meeting. You will 
be asked to state your name and address for public records. The Board will listen to all concerns, but can only address 
an item if it appears on the agenda as part of that agenda item. There will be no discussion of personnel or individually 
named students.

5/20/19 Regular Board Meeting, 7:00 pm HS IMC 

6/17/19 Regular Board Meeting, 7:00 pm HS IMC

7/15/19 Regular Board Meeting, 7:00 pm HS IMC

Tentative:  8/12/19 Regular Board Meeting, 6:00 pm MS IMC

Make Note:  Annual Meeting 8/12/19, 7:00 pm MS Cafeteria

2019 Spring Election Results for School Board
Gerald (Jerry) Burke and Jamie Pauli were re-elected to the Poynette Board of Education during the election held on 

Tuesday, April 2.  Both positions are for three year terms.  Thank you to all who ran in the election as well as those who 
exercised their right to vote during the election.  Your participation in this process is acknowledged and appreciated.

Retirement Open House
We invite you to an Open House on Wednesday, May 

15, 2019 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm in the Poynette High 
School IMC 

To recognize and honor our retiree:
Patricia Hathaway – 27 Years of Service

We appreciate the dedication Pat has given throughout 
the years to our students, staff, and community.

Please come and congratulate Pat.

Light refreshments will be served.  Please note there 
will be no formal presentations.  Guests may come and 
go as they please.
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A Message from Matt Shappell, District Administrator
End of the Year

For a school district, spring brings a series of quick changes: from keeping recess students off the snow piles unless 
they have proper boots and pants, to ordering the stage for graduation and finalizing end-of-year field trips.  Change 
comes  fast.  The days start to blur and it is tempting to just keep your head down; but it is important to pump the 
brakes and take a moment or two to reflect.  It has been a pretty amazing year for your school district.  Our students 
are high achieving and our staff is “all in” for students.  We had more teachers present at state and regional conferences 
than I can remember--sharing their expertise and the “Poynette Way” with peers. We have more student co-curricular 
offerings, and we are considering a few more, all in the hopes of reaching more and more students. We had an eventful 
winter that many of us thought wouldn’t end.  (Our nine cancelled days appears to be a district record.)  

Our community passed a referendum that will build the first completely new building in 55+ years.  It’s all exciting, 
and we’ll start to see some quick changes on our elementary building site by the fire station: 

•  By the time you read this, ground will be broken and the foundation for the elementary will start to take shape.  In a 
few short months, we’ll begin to see the structure of that “a building on the hill”. 

•  The high school renovation planning is well under way.  We expect to have plans finalized by August and  some light 
renovation to start late fall 2019.  

• This summer we hope to install the bathrooms by the field (close to where the portables are currently).  

We’ll see evidence of those updates, but other less easy to spot changes are vital to our building envelope.  
• A section of the high school roof is to be replaced this summer.
•  New high school HVAC units will be installed this summer, replacing older and out-of-date units. Over the next year 

or so, we’ll be tuckpointing some of the masonry, recaulking window structures, and addressing some or our aging 
fences. 

•  On the docket is changing the current 1-8 playground area into an area appropriate for 5-8, and we’ll explore solu-
tions to green space and hard space concerns around the buildings.  

 
Years seem to tick by faster and faster.  My summer wish for everyone is to take time for one another.  Spend time with 

those you care about and who care about you.  Plant a garden, visit the library, go for a walk; slow down and revel in the 
majesty that is summer in Wisconsin.  September will be here soon enough and the schedule will be filled with meet-
ings, events, activities, and homework, but for right now and in the weeks to come, take a few moments to reflect and 
relax.  I think we’ve all earned it.

Great things happen in your district every day, and we’d love to share them with you.  Give us a call or stop by. Take 
care and happy summer (I think it’s a safe bet that winter is over.)

Matt Shappell
District Administrator
School District of Poynette

The View From Here

Census Information
 To facilitate an accurate school census and to also plan for the district’s future, we are asking that all residents new to 

the school district and all residents who have had new babies to please contact Lisa at 635-4347, ext. 202.  
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Congratulations to 
the Class of 2019!
Senior Awards Night Banquet

 Wednesday, May 22 at 7:00 pm  
at Whispering Pines Event Center

Mandatory Graduation Practice 
and Senior Breakfast  

Friday, May 31 at 7:30 am  
in the Don Kerr Gymnasium

Commencement Exercises
Sunday, June 2 at 1:00 pm in the  

Don Kerr Gymnasium  
(Gym doors will open at 12:30 pm.)

Class Motto:  

“Life moves pretty fast.   
If you don’t stop and look  
around once in a while,  

you could miss it.” 

- Ferris Bueller
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Tick-Talk
Spring has arrived and that means 

more time for camping, hiking, 
gardening and playing outdoors. 
Unfortunately, it also means the 
risk of getting a tick bite increases.

You can find ticks in various 
environments, but most often they 
are in or near wooded areas. They 
hide under leaves, in the grass and on 
branches. 

Preventing tick bites:
•  Cover up. When in wooded or grassy areas, wear shoes, 

long pants tucked into your socks, a long-sleeved shirt, 
a hat and gloves. Try to stick to trails and avoid walking 
through low bushes and long grass. Keep your dog on 
a leash.

•  Use insect repellents. Apply insect repellent with a 20 
percent or higher concentration of DEET to your skin. 
Apply products with permethrin to clothing or buy 
pretreated clothing.

•  Do your best to tick-proof your yard. Clear brush and 
leaves where ticks live. Keep woodpiles in sunny areas.

•  Check yourself, your children and your pets for ticks. 
Be especially vigilant after spending time in wooded 
or grassy areas. Deer ticks are often no bigger than the 
head of a pin, so you may not discover them unless 
you search carefully.

•  It’s helpful to shower as soon as you come indoors. 
Ticks often remain on your skin for hours before at-
taching themselves. 

•  Don’t assume you’re immune. You can get Lyme dis-
ease more than once.

•  Remove a tick as soon as possible with tweezers. Gen-
tly grasp the tick near its head or mouth. Don’t squeeze 
or crush the tick, but pull carefully and steadily. Once 
you’ve removed the entire tick, dispose of it and apply 
antiseptic to the bite area.

End of the Year Reminder  
from the Nurse

•  All medications must be picked up by parents seven 
days after the last day of school. Medications left in the 
office after June 14th will be destroyed.

•  Health plans for the 2019-20 school year will be mailed 
out mid-summer. Please return them during summer 
break to guarantee they are available for staff on the 
first day of school.

•  Students entering 6th grade for the 2019-20 school 
year are required by state law to have a Tdap injection  
(or a signed waiver). Please schedule appointments 
this summer with your physician to get up to date on 
this vaccine.

Have a great summer!
Kris Newell, RN

Nurse’s Report

Summer Meals
A goal of USDA Child Nutrition Programs is to ensure all stu-

dents have access to healthy and nutritious meals year round. Even 
though a summer feeding program is not operated within the School 
District, it may be available at a nearby location.  If you would like 
further information on these locations refer to the following infor-
mation

•  Visit the DPI summer meals web page at  https://dpi.wi.gov/
community-nutrition/sfsp/find-summer-meals-site and use the 
Summer Meals Map

• Call 211 to locate meals in the area

• Text ‘food’ to 877-877 to locate meals in the area

•  Visit the  USDA Summer Food website at http://www.fns.usda.
gov/summerfoodrocks
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Guidance Information
Counselor’s Corner

by Todd Anderson, HS Counselor 
635-4347, Ext. 404 

tande@poynette.k12.wi.us
Hopefully, Juniors have been researching potential 

colleges that they may want to apply to this fall.  Keep in 
mind that you will want to start the application process 
early in fall (September) so researching potential colleges 
now is a good idea.  The summer can also be a great time 
to complete that college application essay or personal 
statement.  You will have more time over the summer than 
once school starts up again next fall.  The summer can 
also be a great time to tour some of the private campuses.  
Private college week is July 8-13 this year.  It is a great time 
to visit some of the campuses and if you do, many will give 
you a voucher to apply for free.  Here is a link with more 
information.  https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/
private-college-week

 Seniors still have time to complete the FAFSA if you 
have not done so yet.  Remember there is no deadline to 
file for financial aid, so go ahead and complete the FAFSA 
if you have not done so yet.  All seniors that plan to attend 
a college this fall will need to request a final transcript for 
that school.  Most, if not all, colleges will require that final 
transcript with your graduation date be on file with them 
in order for you to attend classes this fall.  We will be re-
minding seniors of this during ACP toward the end of the 
year, but please give yourself a reminder to make sure this 
is requested.  

 Parents of incoming 9th and 11th graders (currently 8th 
and 10th) are reminded of the connections conferences 
that will take place next school year.  Counselors, Parents 
and Students will meet individually to review student 
goals, planning for after high school and prospective ca-
reer plans.  Counselors will begin scheduling these confer-
ences in October and they will continue through January.  

2019 Annual K-12 Climate Survey  
In May, our district will conduct our annual K-12 cli-

mate survey: do students feel safe, happy, and ready to 
learn? The results guide district efforts for all students to 
see school as a positive place in their lives.  Every student’s 
opinion is valuable, but participation is voluntary.   To see 
a copy or to ask questions about the survey, please contact  
Vicki Sukowski,  K-12 Counselor at 635-4347 ext. 314, or 
your building principal.

Poynette Students  
Participate in Columbia  

County’s Youth Retreat Day
Several students from Poynette’s high school and 

middle school had the opportunity to participate in the 
2019 Columbia County Youth Retreat Day held in March.  
Students met other teens from other schools and heard 
presentations on the following topics:

•  How to make a difference in your school and commu-
nity

• How your voice has power
• How to cope in a sometimes crazy world

Presenters for the day came from Hope House of South 
Central Wisconsin, Lodi School District, UW-Extension, 
and more.  The group was accompanied by Mrs. Sukowski.

2019-20 School Supply Lists
The 2019-2020 School Supply List will be on the web-

site after Memorial Day.  Check out the district website or 
contact any school office for a copy.

Student Dress and Clothing Code
The responsibility for maintaining good grooming and 

acceptable dress habits rests with the student and par-
ents. Common sense should prevail. Halters, half tops 
and other brief forms of clothing in school are not accept-
able. If you have any questions, please refer to the student 
handbook.
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Upcoming Events
Registration Dates Set  
for Next School Year

Registration for children in grades 4K-8 will  be held on 
Tuesday, July 9 from 2:30 pm until 6:30 pm for families 
whose last names begin with the letters A-K.  Families 
whose last names begin with the letters L-Z can register 
on Tuesday, July 16 from 2:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  

Registration for high school students will  be held from 
Tuesday, July 9 through Tuesday, July 16.

Galley Studio will be in the 1-8 building from 2:30 pm 
until 6:30 pm on both July 9 & 16.  Students in grades 4K-
12 should get their pictures taken during these times. 

Substance Abuse Community  
Presentations Offered in  
Poynette and Arlington

The Poynette School District & Inspire Wellness 
Poynette welcome PARCC (Prevention and Response 
Columbia County) for the final 2 presentations in a 3-part 
series of community conversations. Each presentation will 
focus on different aspects of substance abuse. 

Wednesday, May 22 
“Columbia County Snapshot-Current Opioid & Mari-

juana Trends and Concern”
During this presentation you will hear from local law 

enforcement and health care professionals working 
directly with treatment and/or prevention of substance 
abuse.

Location:  Poynette-Dekorra Fire Department
6-7:30 pm

Wednesday, June 26
“Prevention & Treatment in Columbia County”
Attend this session to learn about the resources that ex-

ist in Columbia County.  You’ll hear strategies that can be 
implemented locally to help curb this issue.

Location:  Arlington Community Center
6-7:30 pm

Each presentation will have time built in for Q & A.

Follow @columbiacountyparcc on Facebook for further 
updates on presenters. For resources and additional infor-
mation on PARCC visit their website:  www.parccinfo.org

Kindergarten Registration
Children who will be five years old by September 1, 

2019, and plan to attend kindergarten this fall should 
attend the elementary registration days scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 9 or Tuesday, July 16 from 2:30 pm - 6:30 pm.  
You will receive a letter in June with all of the information 
needed.  

4K Registration for 2019-20
Attention parents who have children who will be 4 years 

old prior to September 1, 2019. Your child is eligible to 
participate in The School District of Poynette’s 4K program 
this fall.  

If you missed our registration date in April, please call 
the elementary and middle school office at 635-4347, ext. 
6, for more information about the program and to register 
your child! 

3-and 4-Year-Old Screening
All district children who will be 3 or 4 years old by 

September 1, 2019, and have not been screened before 
are invited to participate in the district’s 3-and-4-Year-Old 
Screening Day in September. If you would like to register 
your child, you can contact the school office at 635-4347, 
ext. 6 anytime after May 1. When you call, you will be able 
to schedule an appointment time for the developmental 
screening which will be held during school hours on Fri-
day, September 6.  

The purpose of the screening is to give the preschool 
child an opportunity to participate in some fun “school 
like” activities while professionals briefly check develop-
mental skills. Parents will then have an opportunity to 
meet with school staff to review the screening results as 
well as ask questions or discuss concerns they may have. 
There will be some information on general child develop-
ment and home activities available to take with you.

Federal legislation requires school districts to identify 
all children from ages 3 to 21, inclusive, who have special 
needs, disabilities, and/or significant difficulties in learn-
ing. If you have specific concerns about your preschool 
child, please call Jay Hausser at the Poynette Elementary 
School, 635-4347, ext. 100.
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Upcoming Events
Get Ready for Summer Learning Fun in the School District of Poynette...

Join us for Summer School 2019
Summer School is from June 10 to June 27.

 For more information about Registration and to see a list of potential course offerings, visit our 
website at: http://www.poynette.k12.wi.us/parents/par_regsummersch.cfm

 

 

Additional Courses offered outside of regular Summer School:
Summer HS School  Remedial Support: June 10-June 27

Summer Lifeguard Training:  June 17-20, M-Th, 8am- 4pm
Summer Reading Program at the Poynette Public Library: July 8-August 15

Summer Physical Conditioning: June 10-July 26, M-Th 8:30-12:30; NO Classes during July 1-5
Summer FFA/AG Events: June 10-August 23

HS Link Crew Training: August 22-23

We also offer various levels of Red Cross Certified Swimming Lessons  
during the following sessions: 

Summer Swim Session 1- July 8- 18
Evening Summer Swimming Lessons: Mondays & Wednesdays: July 8-July 31; 4:30-6:30pm

Summer Swim Session 2- July 22- August 1

*Families need an Infinite Campus Portal Account to register. Don’t have one? Visit our website to learn how you can 
obtain an account: http://www.poynette.k12.wi.us/parents/par_campus.cfm 
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Upcoming Events
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Upcoming Events

Spring is in 
the air and so 
is the sound 
of music in 
the Poynette 
Schools.  
Please make 
note of the 
following upcoming spring concerts:

• Middle School Spring Band and Choir Concert - Thurs-
day, May 16 at 7:00 pm in the High School Auxiliary Gym. 

• Beginning band meeting for Middle School band 
parents and students who are new to the program will take 
place on Tuesday, May 21 at 6 pm.  Mr. Hazard will contact 
families who need to attend.

• High School Spring Band and Choir Concert - Monday, 
May 20 at 6:30 pm in the Auxiliary Gym

• High School Memorial Day Performance -  Monday, 
May 27 at 11 am at Hillside Cemetery.  In case of rain, the 
performance will be held inside at the high school.

National Honor Society  
to Host Blood Drive

The Pauquette Chapter of National Honor Society will 
be hosting a blood drive, Tuesday, June 4 from 8 am until 
1 pm at Poynette High School.  Please consider donating 
and helping save up to three lives with your donation.

Poynette Interscholastic Equestrian 
Team EQUESTRIANS WANTED:  

We are looking for students, grades 6-12, who are inter-
ested in joining Poynette’s Equestrian team for the 2019-
2020 school year.  

We are a lettering sport! Every year we have a lot of fun. 
The concept of showing as a team, instead of individually, 
makes it much more enjoyable for everyone. 

The season for the equestrian team runs from Septem-
ber to the beginning November . It includes most disci-
plines: Western, English, Jumping and Gymkhana (speed).  
All classes have patterns (judged on the student and how 
well the student/horse shows as a team). There are no 
pleasure classes (judged on the horse). 

We compete in three shows (all in one weekend–one day 
is double judged) in Oshkosh at Sunnyview Expo Center 
in September (exact dates TBD).  If our team places 1st or 
2nd in our division then we’ll compete at the state show in 
Madison.

    Approximate Fees for the district show are as follows:  
$35 membership, $50 stall fee per horse and $40 show 
fee (there may be an additional charge for camping). The 
deadline for signing up is July 1, 2019. If interested, MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR to attend an organizational meeting 
Tuesday June 18th at 6:00 p.m. under the park pavilion in 
downtown Poynette. 

Any questions please call Beth Mislivecek 609-279-0173. 
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Upcoming Events

BBQ#
DINNER
FUNDRAISER
JOIN#US#FOR#DINNER#BEFORE#THE#
SPRING#CONCERTS#TO#HELP#RAISE#
MONEY#FOR#THE#POYNETTE#MUSIC#
STUDENTS!

Middle#School#Concert:
Thursday#May#16#5J6:30#pm#HS#Cafeteria

High#School#Concert:
Monday#May#20#5J6:30pm#HS#Cafeteria

Dinner#includes:#all#you#can#eat#BBQ,#chips,#
cookies#and#drink.#

HOSTED#BY#THE#POYNETTE#MUSIC#PARENTS

ALL#AGES
EVENT

ADVANCE#
TICKETS*
$10$Adults
$7$HS/MS$students
$5$Elementary$&$younger

*Advanced$tickets$may$be$
purchased$via$Signup$Genius$
at$signupgenius.com.$Search$
for$event$by$creators$email:$
poynettemusicbooster@gmail.com

AT#THE#DOOR
$11$Adults
$8$HS/MS$students
$6$Elementary$&$younger

PROCEEDS#
SUPPORT:#
Scholarships
Music$TKshirts
Music$Trips
Honors$Band$Expenses
And$much$more!!

Ingredients$donations$are$
greatly$appreciated!$Please$
see$the$Signup$Genius$page$
to$donate.

Email$Rachel$Hehl$at$
rachelhehl71@gmail.com with$
questions

DONATIONS
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Capitol Conference Math Meet
The Poynette High School compet-
ed at the Capitol Conference Math 
Meet held in Lodi in early March.  
Logan B. (Gr. 11), tied for third indi-
vidually in the varsity competition.  
Congratulations to Logan and all 
the team participants!

Greater Dane County Advanced Learner Network Regional Math Meet - 
Grades 5 & 6

Two fifth and sixth grade teams competed 
in New Glarus at the Greater Dane County 
Advanced Learner Network regional math 
meet on Thursday, March 14th.  Out of 
ten teams, Poynette placed first and third.  
Fourth place overall individually was Aiden 
T.  Tied for fifth place overall individually 
was Emma L.  High scores on each team 
were Aiden T. and Sara B., as well as Emma 
L. and Xander P.  The first place team will advance to the Mega Math meet at UW-Madison in May.  This year’s teams 
consisted of Capri L., Addison M., Xander P., Jameson M., Jason M., Mae L, Emma L, Mercedi L., Aaron D., Amelia M., 
Nevaeh F., and Cadence B., Sarah B., Aiden T., Morgan S., and Olivia R.  Congratulations!

Greater Dane County Advanced Learner Network  
Regional Math Meet - Grades 7 & 8

The 7/8 Poynette Math Team took first place out of nine teams in the Greater 
Dane County Advanced Learner Network regional at New Glarus on March 21st.  
Anneliese G. took 2nd place individually, and Mika B. took 4th place individually.  
The team will advance to the Mega Math Meet at Madison College in May.  Other 
members of the team include Dylan T., Mykolas L., Lizzy E., Grace H., London C., 
and Jackson G.  Congratulations!
Greater Dane County Math Meet 3.jpg

Math 24
Nine students in grades 4, 5, and 6 attended the Math 
24 Tournament in Reedsburg after winning the local 
Poynette Math 24 Tournament for their grade.  Emer-
syn M. won a 5th place medal for fifth grade.  Other 
members of the Poynette Math 24 crew include:  Jesse 
W., Landon W., and Mya C., Addison M., Capri L., Bella 
S., Emma Y., and Brylee S.  Well done Mathletes!

Puma Highlights
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Puma Highlights

Wisconsin Society of  
Science Teachers

Poynette Middle School Science Teacher Maria 
Pittner presented to her colleagues at the 2019 Wis-
consin Society of Science Teachers annual confer-
ence this past March. Miss Pittner and her colleague 
wowed a packed room of Science teachers at the 
conference with their presentation on Phenomenon 
Based Science Teaching.  Great job Miss Pittner!

Wisconsin Council for the  
Social Studies

Poynette High School social studies teachers, Cawley Hub-
ner and Courtney Milkent, presented to their colleagues at 
the 2019 Wisconsin Council for the Social Studies confer-
ence held in March.  Their presentation was on projects in 
standards based grading.  Terrific job Mr. Hubner and Miss 
Milkent!

Wisconsin Mathematics Council
In order to ensure all students suc-
ceed in Algebra I, Poynette High 
School began co-teaching collabo-
rations between math and special 
education teachers.  Poynette High 
School math teacher, Leah Preiss, 
will be presenting on several aspects 
of this collaborative instructional 
approach to teaching and learning 
at the 2019 Wisconsin Mathematics 
Council Annual Conference in May.  Way to go Dr. Preiss!

Association of Wisconsin School 
Administrators 2019 Middle and 

High School Principals Convention
In February, Dr. Pritzl and Dr. Hoernke shared approaches 
to getting started with grading for learning to an attentive 
crowd of 80-100 attendees for their presentation at the 
2019 AWSA Middle and High School Principals Conven-
tion in Madison.  Focusing on the gains made in student 
achievement and positive school culture as well as lead-
ership strategies 
to implement the 
change, Dr. Pritzl 
and Dr. Hoernke 
held a captive audi-
ence as they pre-
sented.  You make 
us proud Pumas Dr. 
Pritzl & Dr. Hoernke!

VFW Teacher of the Year  
State Finalist

For the third straight year, a PHS staff member has been 
recognized at the state level for the VFW Teacher of the 
Year Award.  Ms. Courtney Milkent, a PHS Social Studies 
teacher was a 2018-2019 finalist for this prestigious award. 
Ms. Milkent was nominated for the VFW Teacher of the 
Year Award by VFW Post 1707 for her work on the “History 
of our Heroes” project. This project had AP US History stu-
dents interviewing local Veterans and 
documenting their stories. The class 
put together a portfolio of all their 
interviews and donated to the Post. 
Ms. Milkent won her district, which 
spans from Portage to Waukesha, and 
took third in the state. The “History of 
our Heroes” project will continue to 
be a tradition at PHS. 
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Puma Highlights
Elementary Literacy Night

On Thursday, March 21 from 5:15 pm - 7:00 pm,  125 
families and over 300 people were treated to a great night 
of literacy in our district in the 1-8 building!  Parents and 
students interacted with various stations throughout 
the evening including Craft Pavilion, the Campsite, the 
Fishing Pond, and the Recreation Center to name just a 
few.  Members of the Poynette High School Literary Arts 
Council along with council advisers Mrs. Heintz and Dr. 
Preiss assisted with the evening as well.  Thank you to all 
who made this evening a great success!

Haiku Winners
Fourth graders participated in a Haiku contest with the 

Greater Dane County Advanced Learner Network.  Over 
3,000 Haikus were entered, and there were 41 winners.  
Three students from Poynette Elementary, Addysen B., 
Hallie A., and Sawyer M. had their poems published and 
will attended a poetry reading and Haiku Celebration at 
Eagle School in Madison on April 29th.  Congratulations to 
these 4th grade poets!
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Puma Highlights
Yahara River Writers

Students in 
grades 5-8 par-
ticipate in the 
Yahara River 
Writers Contest 
organized through 
the Greater Dane 
County Advanced 
Learner Network.  
Students can enter 
writing pieces in 
one of four cat-
egories: Poetry, 
Editorial, Short 
Story, or Cartoon.  
Several hundred 
entries per grade 
and category are 
received each 
year.  Poynette had two winners who made the Top 10 in 
their grade and category, which is quite an honor as this 
is a very competitive writing contest.  Karly R. won in fifth 
grade editorial for her piece titled, “Chocolate Milk Should 
Stay in Schools.”  Peyton V. won in fifth grade poetry for 
her piece titled, “Icicles”.

Virtual Author Visit
Mr. Johnson’s class got a special visit from one of the 

class’ favorite authors, Bethany Wiggins.  She is the author 
of the noted Dystopian novels, “Stung” and “Cured”.  The 
class was really excited to hear from her and learn about 
some of the backstory to how she wrote the books most 
have already read.  She also shared about her journey to 
becoming an author.  It was an exciting learning experi-
ence!

Poynette Elementary Artists
Congratulations to these elementary artists whose 

art was chosen to be a part of the Southwest Regional 
Art Show at the Commonwealth Gallery in Madison the 
last week in February:  Tennlei S.(Gr. 2), Capri L. (Gr. 5), 
Jackson W. (Gr. 5), Cambria N. (Gr. 1), and Reese R. (Gr. 1).  
Capri, Tennlei, and Reese had their art selected to move on 
to the state capitol show at the end of March.  Their works 
were on display at in the capitol rotunda from March 
24-April 5.  Congratulations!

Poynette Middle School Artists
Congratulations to these middle school artists whose 

art was chosen to be a part of the Southwest Regional Art 
Show at the Commonwealth Gallery in Madison the last 
week in February:  Jocelynn N. (Gr. 7), Ryle T. (Gr. 7), Val-
erie H. (Gr. 7), Ilse B. (Gr. 8), and Ashlyn L. (Gr. 8).  Jocelyn, 
Ilse, and Ashlyn all moved onto the state show as well!  
Congratulations!

5th Grade Creativity Club
Students in 5th grade Creativity Club spent an afternoon 

eating and studying donuts that they created out of clay, 
painting them to look realistic! Can you tell the difference 
between the real and the ceramic ones?
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Puma Highlights
Poynette FBLA Success

Congratulations to the Poynette FBLA members for their 
performances at the Regional FBLA Leadership Confer-
ence earlier this year.  Hundreds of students from 31 
schools in Region 5 met at DeForest High School on Feb-
ruary 2 to compete for a chance to attend the State Lead-
ership Conference held in Green Bay in April.  This year, 
Poynette FBLA had 7 students recognized at regionals.  

Honorable Mention (4th through 8th place)
Raschel T. & Hope N. (Gr. 9) - 8th place for Introduction to 
Business Presentations
Riley K. (Gr. 9) - 6th place for Introduction to Business 
Communication
Danny W. (Gr. 11) - 6th place for Computer Problem Solving
Michaela Stewart (Gr. 11) - 4th place for Journalism

Going to State (1st through 3rd place)
Ashley H. (Gr. 12) - Website Design
Jake B. (Gr. 11) - Accounting I

PHS Science Olympiad
On Friday, March 15 & Saturday, March 16,  the Poynette 

High School Science Olympiad team traveled to UW-Stout 
to participate in Expo Day and in the State Science Olym-
piad  Tournament.  During Expo Day, students attended 
STEM activities including touring a hydroelectric power 
facility,  recording biometrics data, seeing a magnesium 
fire demonstration, and getting a close-up of a cadaver.  
During competition day, the team participated in 23 STEM 
events including astronomy, disease detectives, thermody-
namics, Wright Stuff, and forensics among others.  Medal 
winners were Kate Y. and Michaela S. with a fifth place fin-
ish in Food Science.  Other mem-
bers of the PHS Science Olympi-
ad team include Ava B., Gemma 
B., Gracie B., Abby K., Willow K., 
Josh L, Chad T., Heather M., John 
B., Corbin H., Livie H., Quentin 
P., and Kyle K.  Congratulations 
Olympians!

PHS National Honor Society  
Welcomes New Inductees

The National Honor Society Induction Ceremony was 
held on March 20 at the Poynette Village Hall.  Students 
must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or better as well as 
uphold the four pillars of NHS: scholarship, leadership, 
character, and service.  

Officers for our Pauquette Chapter of National Society 
were also inducted for the 2019-20 school year on March 
20.  President - Abigail M., Vice President - Casey F., Blood 
Drive Coordinators - Molly B. & Lucy C., Book Drive Coor-
dinators - Molly A. & Cora H.

Congratulations to the newest members and officers of 
the Pauquette Chapter of National Honor Society!

Pictured front row (L to R): Hannah M., Paige T., Sydney T., Peyton G.
Middle row (L to R): Alexis L., Peyton K., Leah R., Madelyn M., Harley W., Aika B., 
Adam H. Back row (L to R): Kaitlyn Y., Nina W., Sydney S., Kaitlyn P., Jalynn M., 
Emily M., Jake H., Kyle K., Ian P., Elias R., Christian B.

Pictured (L to R): Abigail M., Mollie B., Casey C., Molly A., Lucy C., and Cora H.
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Puma Highlights
PHS Students’ Artwork Selected for 
2019 Capitol Conference Art Show
Several PHS art students had their artwork selected to 

be a part of the 2019 Capitol Conference Art Show.  The 
artwork was on display of the first floor of the Pyle Center 
in April with a closing reception held April 28.  The closing 
reception consisted of an award ceremony and speaker 
for the participants.  Representing Poynette High School 
are Tabitha C., Shelby J., Maddy M.,  Ben L., Heather M., 
Shelby R.,  Ashley O., and Grace P.

PHS Band Members  
Earn a Trip to State

Congratulations to the following members of the PHS 
Puma Band for earning a trip to State Solo Ensemble that 
was held in April:  Kaitlyn Y., Paige T., Nina W., Adam H., 
Quinn J., Logan B., Mikayla G., and Matthew B.  Rock on 
Pumas!

PHS Chopped
Students in Teen Cuisine 

and Chefs class showcased 
their skills.  Three days 
of competition included 
breakfast, entree and 
desserts.  Students had to 
problem solve and create 
dishes in 50 minutes.  Lots 
of creativity took place, and 
the judges felt they sampled 
some of the best dishes each 
course.  

PHS Fit for Life II
PHS students in Mrs. Cross’s Fit for Life II class had 

a great opportunity to try their hand (or should we say 
feet) at snowshoeing.  Students had fun in the snow while 
learning to snowshoe out at the MacKenzie Center.  
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Fall athletics at  
Poynette High School! 

All athletes and one parent/guardian must attend at 
least one code of conduct meeting per year. Please make 
arrangements to attend. Each fall code of conduct meet-
ing will be followed by sport specific meetings. Any athlete 
can attend any meeting, as long as arrangements are made 
with the coach for the sport specific meetings. For those 
interested in winter or spring sports only, you may also 
attend the fall code of conduct!

Fall Code of Conduct meetings:
Monday, August 5: 6pm code meeting in the Kerr Gym, 

6:30 pm football meeting 
Tuesday, August 13: 6pm code meeting in the HS cafete-

ria, 6:30 pm volleyball, cross country, boys soccer, eques-
trian meeting

Important Fall Sport dates:
• Monday, August 5: Football equipment hand out
• Tuesday, August 6: Football first day of practice
•  Monday, August 19: Volleyball, Cross Country, and 

Boys Soccer first day of practice

Important reminders:
Please make sure all physical information is up to date. 

Athletes will not be allowed to participate in any practices 
without physical information on file. Please check with 
our High School office for information specific to your 
athlete’s paperwork needs.

All athletics paperwork will be available online, at regis-
tration, or by contacting the High School office. Paperwork 
will also be available on the evenings of code of conduct 
meetings.

Accessing School Sports Online
We want to provide accurate sports information but 

many times there are last minute cancellations or resched-
uled games. You can now access and print all up-to-date 
high school athletic schedules at: www.capitolnorthcon-
ference.org or through the school website: www.poynette.
k12.wi.us

Middle school athletic events can be found by accessing 
the school district’s website at: www.poynette.k12.wi.us, 
then click on schools, Poynette Middle School, (then on 
the left bar menu) click on Middle School Extra Curricular 
Activities, Middle School Extra Curricular Calendar.

PUMA Athletics

Poynette Pool
Summer Pool Hours Starting June 10-August 15, 2019

(Closed July 4-7 for the holiday)

Open Swim
Monday-Thursday 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  6:00-8:00 p.m.

The pool is closed on 
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays

Fees:
Students $ .75
Adults $1.25

Summer Pass for OPEN SWIM:
Family $25.00 
Individual $10.00

Lessons
Lessons are Monday-Thursday 
Morning 8:00-12:00
Session 1 July 8-July 18
Session 2 July 22-Aug 1 

Evening Summer Swim Lessons:  
Mondays & Wednesdays:  
July 8-July 31; 4:30pm-6:30pm 

Lap Swim
Tuesday 6:15-7:15 p.m 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Thursday 6:15-7:15 p.m.

Water Exercise
Tuesday 5:15-6:15 p.m.
Thursday 5:15-6:15 p.m.
Lap Swim/Water Exercise punch 
cards are available $20.00 for 12 
punches or $2.00 per time 

The pool will closed the following times:
May 24-June 8 

August 16-September 7
Children must be out of grade 3, or 8 years 
old to enter the pool area without a parent.
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Around the District

School Calendar 
Monday, May 27  NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day

Sunday, June 2 Graduation at Poynette High School, Kerr Gymnasium

Thursday, June 6 EARLY RELEASE for ALL K-12 STUDENTS at 12:30 p.m. 

   Last Day of School for Students & Teachers 

   ½ Day Professional Development for Teachers

ATTENTION STUDENTS:  End of the 
Year Library Dates and Deadlines
The Poynette School District Library-Media Specialist 

would like to remind students that the last day for check-
ing out library materials is Friday, May 24.  All materials 
are due back on or before Friday, May 31.  Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation.

The PAD Parent Club
The PAD Parent Club is a volunteer organization 

committed to making a positive impact on our students, 
staff and school climate. Every year, the Poynette-
Arlington-Dekorra Parent Club hosts or supports over 
40 events! In addition, we support improvements to our 
school and technology for our students. 

How can you help support the PAD Parent Club? 
1) We need more members! Join us at a meeting, the 1st 

Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the PES IMC
2) Volunteer for an event – contact poynetteparentclub@

gmail.com to sign up
3) Clip and Save – Box Tops – Milk Moola – Tyson Project 

A+ – for our twice yearly competitions
4) Download the Shoparoo App – you can raise $ for our 

school just by scanning your receipts
5) Support our events!
6) LIKE us on FB - PAD Parent Club

Poynette Athletic Booster Club
Poynette Athletic Booster Club is committed to 

supporting athletics in a positive manner. Please be a 
part of Boosters to help us continue to promote good 
sportsmanship and standards for our children. Meetings 
are held the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in 
the high school IMC. All are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. Feel free to contact us at poynetteboosterclub@
gmail.com.

A reminder from the  
yearbook staff…

The 2018-19 Poynette High School yearbooks are be-
ing sold online at jostensyearbooks.com. Final yearbook 
orders are due Wednesday, May 15th.

The 2018-2019 yearbook will be available for pick up 
this fall.  Stay tuned for additional details.

Mrs. Shepard is the yearbook adviser and can be 
reached for any questions. Please call her at 635-4347, ext. 
409,or jshep@poynette.k12.wi.us.

The Poynette Music Parents (PMP)
The Poynette Music Parents (PMP) is dedicated to 

promoting music education and activities at all grade 
levels (K-12). All parents of music students are welcome 
and encouraged to participate! Meetings are held the 
first Monday of the month, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the 
high school IMC. Please join us to find out what exciting 
activities we have planned for this year! Visit our website 
https://google.com/site/poynettemusicparents. org.

The Friends of the Fine Arts
The Friends of the Fine Arts is an organization 

committed to providing area youth and community 
members with opportunities to experience performing 
and visual arts through establishing a Performing Arts 
Center in the community of Poynette. Meetings are held 
the second Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the 1-8 
School IMC. Any community member is welcome to 
attend the meetings.

To contact the group, please email: finearts.
information@gmail.com.
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*Board of Education
Kathleen Lucey ............................................................ President
Ron Redell ........................................................... Vice President
Randy Tomlinson ............................................................... Clerk 
Jeff Noble ..................................................................... Treasurer
Kevin Thays ..................................................................  Member
Jerry Burke ....................................................................  Member
Jamie Pauli ....................................................................  Member
*New officer positions not yet available at time of printing.

Administration
Matthew Shappell .................................  District Administrator
Linda Dallman ............................................. Business Manager
David Fischer ...............................Director of Student Services
Mark Hoernke ........................ Poynette High School Principal
Jessica McCracken .............................  PHS  Assistant Principal
                                                           and District Athletic Director
Jerry Pritzl ............................Poynette Middle School Principal
Jay Hausser .................. Poynette Elementary School Principal

School Website: www.poynette.k12.wi.us
District Administrative Offices ........................635-4347, Ext. 5
Arlington Early Learning Center ................................... Ext. 105
Poynette 1-8 School ........................................................... Ext. 6
Poynette High School ........................................................ Ext. 7
GO Riteway Bus Company ..........................................745-1501
District Newsletter ................................... Marie Klink, Ext. 403
PHS Sports Updates ............ www.capitolnorthconference.org 

The Mission of the School District of 
Poynette is to provide an education that treats 

each person as an individual.
We will instill within each student the 

love of learning, foster self-esteem and civic 
responsibility. Our educational program will 

impart the necessary skills to excel in 
a changing and progressing society.

School Announcements... 
regarding Late Buses, Closings,  
and Severe Weather Advisories

If schools are closed or delayed due to severe  
weather, consequently causing buses to run late, 

the following stations will be contacted:

WPDR–Portage, 1350 AM and 100.1 FM

WIBU–Portage, 900 AM/WBKY

WNNO–Wisconsin Dells

WTSO–1070 AM/WZEE–104 FM

WIBA–1310 AM/101.5 FM WMAD/WMLI

WOLX–94.9 FM/WNNN–105.5 FM/WYZ–98 FM

TV CHANNEL 3–Madison (Radio–WJJO-94.1 FM/

WQWM-106 FM; WTDY–1480 AM/WMGM–98 FM)

TV CHANNELS 15 & 27

Families may also check the district website and  
social media pages or call 635-4347, ext. 8 for delays/closures.

POYNETTE SCHOOL DISTRICT:   
@pumapridepsd

DR SHAPPELL:  @MattShappell

DR HOERNKE:  @HoernkeMark

MRS MCCRACKEN:   
@jessicamccrac15

DR PRITZL:  @jerrypritzl

MR HAUSSER:  @jhausser


